Enlargement of the Heart. Mr Allan Burns, in his valuable work on the Diseases of the Heart, (p.4-1,) has attempted to establish the diagnosis between dilatation, or simple aneurism, of that organ, and the actual increase of its substance. In the latter disease, he has observed the pulse to be weak, irregular, intermitting, and fluttering; in simple dilatation, on the contrary, uniformly full, slow, and soft. The heart itself, also, when merely dilated, he has found to contract sluggishly, and equally in the chest, without that jarring sensation, which the hand receives from its stroke, in cases of enlargement.
* No urine was voided after the tliird day, and on introducing the catheter repeatedly, the bladder was found empty. Suppression of urine (which took place also in Grice, from an over-dose of one of our most active diuretics), appears to be no uncommon effect of the administration of poisons. He has a violent cough and spitting, and the lips have a livid hue. The palpitation of the heart is considerable, and the seat of that organ lower than natural; but the stroke is indistinct and distant. There is a visible pulsation of the veins of the neck. At the wrist the pulse is small, irregular, rapid, and not always synchronous with the motions of the heart. The appetite is tolerably good; the bowels regular ; and the urine natural in quantity.
Notwithstanding the plan of treatment, the most important part of which was the administration of foxglove, he became gradually worse, and died on the 14th of January. On the following day, the body was opened by Mr Ransome. The right sac of the pleura contained about a pint and a half of serum ?, and about nine ounces were found in the pericardium, which had no adhesion to the heart. The heart itself was enlarged, and the parietes of both ventricles were thicker than natural. In the left ventricle, the columnce camecs were in some places cartilaginous, and in others partially ossified. The right ventricle contained one of those substances which have been erroneously called polypi. But the chief seat of disease was in the right auricle and sinus venosus, which were dilated to twice their natural size, and were ossified in spots. All the valves of the heart, and those at the origin of the large arteries, were healthy. The weight of the heart was 14 troy ounces, perhaps double what it ought to have been in proportion to the size of the subject *. In the abdomen, the only deviation from a sound state of the viscera was an enlargement of the right kidney. 
